
OLVER ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR PITTSFIELD INTERMODAL CENTER IN FY Å00 TRANSPORTATION APPROPRIATIONS BILL
June 09, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $6 million                for the Pittsfield Intermodal Transit Center in its FY Š00 Transportation                Appropriation legislation. The FY '00 Transportation Appropriations                bill is expected to clear the House later this week. A final House-Senate                reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 1999,                the beginning of the Fiscal Year 2000.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Transportation Appropriation                Subcommittee and included the earmark in the FY Š00 bill.              

œIntermodal Centers are the backbone of an efficient and accessible                transportation system,” Olver said. œEffective transportation will                help businesses grow and spur job creation throughout Berkshire                County. 
               This center will be truly œmultimodal” connecting transit, Amtrak,                the Berkshire Scenic Railway, and taxicab service “ which can only                help to revitalize downtown Pittsfield while making it more attractive                to tourism.”              

œI am pleased to have worked with Mayor Doyle, Berkshire Regional                Transit Authority and Downtown Pittsfield to support this critical                project which will bring all modes of transportation to one centralized                location in downtown Pittsfield,” Olver continued.              

The total estimated cost of the publicly funded component of the                Intermodal Transit Center is estimated at $8.5 million, of which                80% can be federally funded.  A combination of state and local                funding will cover the remaining costs. Previously, the Intermodal                Center plan also included $2 million for improved parking of the                Columbus Avenue Parking Garage.  However, an updated estimate                provided by the city has now determined that the existing structure                must be demolished in order to accommodate the construction of a                larger, 420-space parking facility, which is estimated to cost $6                million, of which 80% can be federally funded. 
                 
               During last year°s appropriations cycle, Congressman Olver was able                to secure $4.6 million for the Intermodal Transit Center and related                parking structure.  Funding will be used to complete the full                design of the project, begin construction, and will allocate a portion                towards the new parking structure. This recent allocation of funding                would complete the federal portion of both the Intermodal Center                and the parking structure.              

Congressman Olver has, and will continue, to work closely with                Senator Kennedy to ensure that the funding is secure in both the                final Senate and House versions of the bill in order to complete                this project in the next fiscal year.             
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